
Salford Evangelical Presbyterian Church re-opening plan 
 

General principles  

 The size of the congregation will be limited if appropriate as prescribed by current Government 
legislation.  

 All those who are showing symptoms, or living with anybody showing symptoms, will be asked not 
to attend the service. Symptoms include high temperature, new/persistent cough, loss/change to 
smell or taste. 

 The seating arrangements will enable distancing of households in line with current Government 
guidelines. 

 The government now requires attendees of 11 years old and above to wear face masks inside the 
building (some are exempt due to breathing difficulties or other reasons).  

 
Before the service  

 All door handles and surfaces in use by the church will be disinfected by those responsible for set-up.  

 Chairs will be set out to allow households to sit together and each household to be at the 
recommended minimum distance from others. Please do not move the chairs. 

 On entry, please sign the register on the reception counter, required for NHS Track & Trace use. 

 Hand sanitizer will be provided on the reception counter next to the register. Those on welcoming 
duty will direct you to use this or wash your hands thoroughly once you have signed the register.  

 There will be a separate service sheet for each service. You may print your own in advance from the 
email, or take one from the reception counter.  

 
During the service  

 We won’t be singing for the time being, to comply with guidelines, but we do hope to read 
responsively from hymns and psalms. 

 A collection will not be taken during the service; you may continue to give by other means, or if you 
prefer to use cash, you may put it in the offering box on the kitchen hatch counter on your way in or 
out of the hall (the hatch will be closed).  

 Doors and windows will be opened for improved ventilation: please bring extra layers of clothing as 
necessary.  

 The corridor area may still be used by parents / guardians and young children during the service if 
necessary, but we ask that a parent/guardian supervises the child at all times to ensure suitable 
distancing. Church resources (colouring pencils, crayons) will not be provided. 

 The Lord’s Supper will be served in a safe way, with use of disposable gloves and a face mask.  

 Most of the toilets can be used, but please do wipe surfaces first using the wipes provided (which go 
in the bin, not in the toilet). Close the lid before flushing to reduce spray. 

 
After the service  

 Refreshments will not be served. (Please bring with you any snacks or water you might need.)  

 There will be no book table for the time being.  

 To minimise the time spent in the building, please leave the building as soon as possible after the 
service. We can chat outside in the grounds, maintaining social distance and normal conversational 
volume.   

 Please take your service sheet, and all rubbish, away with you. 
 
Leaving the building  

 All door handles and tables that have been used will be disinfected.  

 Toilets and wash basins will be thoroughly cleaned.  

 To minimise contact, please don’t jump in to help with set-down! Ask how to help in future instead. 


